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Clearinghouse News

Staffing

The Clearinghouse has a new Director. Carrie Chan, the previous Director, has left the Clearinghouse for personal reasons. A new Director, Gaby Marcus, has been appointed. Gaby has a long history of working for the prevention of domestic violence and sexual assault. Her most recent position was as Manager of the Violence Against Women Specialist Unit in New South Wales. Prior to that she managed the Women’s Domestic Violence Court Assistance Program. She has also managed a Centre Against Sexual Assault and worked in the women’s health and mental health sectors, as well as having worked as a teacher.

As the Clearinghouse has received ongoing funding for two years, it is now in a position to employ additional staff, for fixed terms, to undertake the work of the Clearinghouse. Five positions have been finalised and recruitment is underway. It is anticipated that the positions will be filled by August.

Recent presentations

During this period of change, the Clearinghouse has continued to deliver information through its information and library services and through presentations at meetings.

In April, Carrie Chan addressed the Same Sex Interagency meeting in Surry 
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Hills on domestic violence in gay and lesbian relationships. Her topic paper on this issue is available from our website, www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au.

In May Julie Stewart spoke to the South East Sydney Regional Committee of the Violence Against Women Strategy Regional Reference Group on domestic violence-related fatality review processes.

Clearinghouse meeting with Victoria Police

Julie Stewart met with David Bradley, Research Fellow, Office of the Chief Commissioner, and Tania Farha, Violence Against Women Policy Officer, Office of the Chief Commissioner, to discuss recent developments of the Violence Against Women Program, an initiative of the Chief Commissioner, Christine Nixon.

New systems, accountability mechanisms, risk assessment processes and allocation of new money by the Victorian Government for the statewide program to respond to family violence in a structured and integrated way will be described in detail in the next newsletter.

Clearinghouse visits
Heidelberg Court, Family Violence Division, Victoria

Julie Stewart recently observed the operation of just one of the special list days for family violence in the Family Violence Division at Heidelberg
Magistrate’s Court, one of the sites of the pilot model specialist court. This list day was devoted to applicants in person (victims applying for protection orders on their own behalf).

Details of the program are available on the court’s website at www.magistratescourt.vic.gov.au.

Some of the special features of the Division are:

· specifically trained magistrates and court staff

· dedicated position of Family Violence Registrar

· ‘case management’ meeting, to discuss the list, convened by the Registrar before the commencement of court

· availability of legal representation for both the applicant and the defendant

· applicant and defendant support workers

· increased security

· matters called separately, therefore less public

· separation, by glass doors, of specialist court from mainstream hubbub of a local court

· four days a week are specialist list days but matters are also dealt with on Fridays.

More information will be provided in the next newsletter.

Clearinghouse study visit to Safe at Home, Tasmania

From 29 May to 9 June, Karen Wilcox, Good Practice Project Officer, and Julie Stewart visited Tasmania to observe and document the statewide program, Safe at Home, at the invitation of Liz Little, the Principal Consultant and architect of the program. As the first integrated, co-ordinated whole-of-government response to family/domestic violence in Australia, the program is 
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innovative, far-reaching in its scope and coverage of legal, counselling and support for victims and their children – and most impressive and visionary. Its uniqueness is the underpinning of a strengthened criminal justice framework, with police taking the lead in intervention and administering a risk assessment at each incident attended. Of great significance are the levels of political will and commitment by the Government, of interdepartmental co-operation and of multi-faceted aspects of the implementation.

Due to the broad scope and complexity of the program and its detail, it deserves special attention and will be presented as a feature of the next Clearinghouse newsletter. The feature will detail all aspects of the program and the services funded under Safe at Home, as well as the legislation which supports it and the structures which enable its implementation and effectiveness. The model would be of interest to all our subscribers. It is intended that the program as a whole, and sub-programs, will be entered into the Clearinghouse Good Practice database.

In the course of the 9-day whirlwind experience, Karen and Julie made contact with over 90 professionals, including police, service providers, lawyers, court staff and senior policymakers.

Karen and Julie wish to express appreciation for the time, effort, support, information-sharing and warm hospitality extended to them by all those they met. In particular they would like to thank Liz Little and Julie Callender from the Department of Justice for the organisation and co-ordination of meetings. It was a great privilege for Clearinghouse staff to be there, as well as a vital learning opportunity for them as professionals and for the Clearinghouse.

More in the next newsletter.



Feature

Intimate partner violence during pregnancy: Consequences for pregnant women and their unborn children

Knowledge about physical and psychological consequences as a direct result of intimate partner violence has been widely documented by a compelling body of research. However, only recently has specific attention been given to the effects of intimate partner violence on women’s pregnancy outcomes (Bowen et al, 2005; Fisher et al, 2005; Lipsky et al, 2005).

Research focusing closely on the relationship between reproductive consequences and women’s experiences of intimate partner violence has found that the violence can have many negative consequences for women – in particular, women who are pregnant at the time of the abuse (Bowen et al, 2005; Burch & Gallup, 2004; Campbell, 2001; Campbell et al, 2004; Chang et al, 2005; Decker et al, 2004; Fisher et al, 2005; Lipsky et al, 2005; Martin et al, 2004; Pak et al, 1998; Saltzman et al, 2003; Taft, 2002; Taft et al, 2004; Walsh, 2004).

Some researchers, such as Bowen et al (2005) and Saltzman et al (2003), suggest that women in their child-bearing years may be particularly vulnerable to intimate partner violence. Internationally it is estimated that up to 9% of all pregnant women are victims of intimate partner violence (Fisher et al, 2005; McFarlane, 2002; Saltzman et al, 2003; Taft, 2002).

A number of researchers argue that women may be at greater risk of intimate partner violence during pregnancy (for example, Martin et al, 2004; Burch & Gallup, 2005). For instance, Burch and Gallup found evidence to suggest ‘the abuse does not simply continue into pregnancy, but is initiated during pregnancy’ (p. 243). However, research to date is inconclusive as to whether pregnancy is a time of greater risk for intimate partner violence (Taft, 2002).

There remains a significant body of research that demonstrates controversy about this issue, and some conflicting evidence has been found (for example, Bowen et al, 2005).

In spite of this, a number of studies undertaken mainly in the United States provide a rich body of information about the specific vulnerability and victimisation of pregnant women (for example, Bowen et al, 2005; Burch & Gallup, 2004; Pak et al, 1998; Saltzman et al, 2003). For instance, pregnant women may suffer from gynaecological problems, from injuries to themselves and to their foetus, and endure miscarriage. In addition, international research suggests that intimate partner violence has been associated with increased rates of induced abortions (for example, Fisher et al, 2005; Keeling, Birch, & Green, 2004; Whitehead & Fanslow, 2005).


To conclude, the effects of intimate partner violence in pregnancy appear to have received little attention by researchers in Australia. In fact, the issue may be under-recognised in contemporary society. However, empirical evidence suggests that intimate partner violence in pregnancy can have many negative consequences for the abused women and their unborn children. Further research into reproductive health consequences of intimate partner violence for pregnant women is imperative. This would increase our understanding and enable us to achieve better protection for pregnant women and for their unborn children.

Marika Guggisberg

Marika has recently been awarded Master of Criminal Justice by the University of Western Australia, Perth, where she is currently working on her PhD research project. Her research attempts to investigate whether pregnant women’s experiences of intimate partner violence are associated with decisions to proceed with abortion. Marike can be contacted through her email at: guggim01@tartarus.uwa.edu.au.
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UPDATE

Domestic violence-related fatality reviews

At the time of writing 11 (possibly 12) women have been killed by their violent husbands in New South Wales in 2006. The Clearinghouse


would be interested to receive current information on domestic homicide in the other States and Territories.

In the last newsletter we advised that domestic violence-related homicide review processes were planned in various States. We have been advised that Queensland is not intending to implement a fatality review process.
At last the truth is spoken …

I’d like to pay tribute to Nanette Rogers, Crown Prosecutor based in Alice Springs, for her courage to speak out about the depravity and destruction of the lives of Aboriginal women and children at the hands of violent and abusive Aboriginal men in Central Australia. Since going public on Lateline in April, she has opened the floodgates for other professionals and Aboriginal elder women to speak the truth – not without consequences for some of them, intimidated to keep silent.

Nanette and Jane Lloyd, Domestic Violence Service, Ngaanyatjarra Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Women’s Council, have worked tirelessly for years to support and save the lives of women and children and to bring offenders before the courts to account for their horrendous crimes. They have spoken out loud about what black women have known and talked about for decades. It is gratifying to know that at last someone is listening – and particularly Mal Brough, the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs.

As one Aboriginal woman who has seen the communities up close, I can support the call for better and more effective law enforcement but I hope that governments will do more than fund additional police resources. It’s time for direct, humanitarian and humane intervention on behalf of Aboriginal women and children to save the next generations of children from certain devastation. Inaction of the past is just another form of systematic genocide.

Pam Greer, Consultant to the Clearinghouse

Update of the Women’s Safety Agenda in South Australia

The strategy is a five-year framework focusing on issues surrounding women’s safety. One of the key outcomes is the establishment of the Whole-of-Government Reference Group and its supporting working groups. Information on this is available at: http://www.officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?area_id=10&nav_id=660

The Reference Group is chaired by the Chief Executive of the Department for Families and Communities, Sue Vardon.


Strategy projects

· South Australia Police (SAPOL) Domestic Violence Restraining Orders Booklet (see http://www.voc.sa.gov.au/Publications/Domestic%20Violence/booklet.asp); translations into community languages will be available soon

· SAPOL Domestic Violence Strategy to proactively address domestic violence by providing clear directions to those responding to domestic and Indigenous family violence; a Response and Investigation Manual is currently being developed

· review of the domestic violence restraining order process by the Department of Justice; its report will be available in the near future

· Department of Justice Domestic Violence Statement of Commitment; see http://www.justice.sa.gov.au/publications_index.htm

· reform of rape, sexual assault and domestic violence laws; submissions are being received in response to a discussion paper

· sexual assault booklet and video, Living Safe Growing Strong, targeting young Aboriginal women, produced by the Women’s Legal Service, South Australia

· non-English-speaking background Domestic Violence Action Group: Domestic violence website (community languages); see http://www.nesbdvinfo.com.au

· Coalition of Women’s Domestic Violence Services’ one-stop information website on domestic violence services in South Australia (under development)

· Department of Further Education Employment Science Technology (DFEEST): Domestic Violence Workforce Project to assess training needs of the sector

· appointment of a community education project officer to the Office for Women to plan activities around key dates to raise community awareness

· Protected Pets Project, Office for Women, Women’s Information Service to find out how pets affect women’s ability to leave a violent relationship

· community education grants; see http://www.officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?area_id=10&nav_id=660

· Women’s Safety Conference held in December 2005, focusing on integration of services

· Court Support Project, Women’s Information Switchboard, Office for Women (training and mentoring of volunteers to provide court support)



· establishment of working groups of the Whole-of-Government Reference Group: Indigenous Family Violence Working Group; non-English speaking Women’s Safety Strategy Working Group; Women with a Disability Safety Strategy Working Group

For further information in relation to this update contact Tanja Stojadinovic, Office for Women, South Australia at Tanja.Stojadinovic@dfc.sa.gov.au.

Financial abuse and compulsory family law mediation

The issue of financial abuse is particularly relevant at the moment because the Commonwealth Government is in the process of introducing compulsory mediation for separating families.

While it is intended that cases involving domestic violence and child abuse are to be screened out of this system, there is great concern that financial abuse will not be recognized. This could mean that women who have suffered from this form of abuse will be required to attend face-to-face mediation with their ex-partners, at which decisions on child support and property matters will be negotiated. Women will not have legal or support workers present; and there will be considerable pressure brought to bear on them to make binding decisions which will affect their financial security and that of their children.

As is documented in our Report, His Money or Our Money? Financial abuse of women in intimate partner relationships, women who suffer financial abuse have often been kept ignorant of the family’s finances, or through emotional control have been powerless to access a fair share of the income. They will therefore come to the mediation situation already at a disadvantage. The mediation process may further disempower them. It is important that women are encouraged to identify if there is an issue of financial abuse prior to mediation. It is also important that workers understand what this issue is, how it manifests and the long-term impoverishment of women that can result from it.

Women must be encouraged to get independent legal and financial advice before signing off on any agreement.

Karen Milgrom

Community Development Worker,

Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and

Financial Counselling Centre Inc

Details of the report by Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial Counselling Centre are noted in New Resources in this newsletter.


New South Wales Domestic Violence Committee Coalition takes action

The Domestic Violence Committee Coalition (DVCC) was formed in March of this year in New South Wales to work towards placing women’s policy, domestic violence and violence against women on the political and public agenda. Its membership is drawn from workers from women’s specialist services, including crisis accommodation services, women’s refuges, domestic violence services, sexual assault services and women’s health and counselling services. It also has representation from family support services, government workers, academics, researchers, advocates and activists.

The Coalition believes that domestic violence is a serious social and legal issue and that both State and Federal Governments must take a strong leadership role in challenging women-abusing attitudes and behaviours.

The DVCC is engaged in a range of regular actions that continue to raise the awareness of the impact of violence on the lives of women and children.

The DVCC believes the murder/deaths of women and children as a result of domestic violence must be publicly acknowledged. Flower-laying ceremonies are conducted at the gates of New South Wales Parliament House to coincide with Parliamentary sitting days.

Betty Green, Executive Officer for the DVCC, said ‘To date, three flower-laying ceremonies have been conducted with over 100 women participating. It is a powerful ceremony that publicly reminds the community of the seriousness and lethality of domestic violence.

Part of our campaign is the call for the immediate establishment of a domestic violence-related homicide review process in New South Wales.’ To date 11 women and 2 children have died or have been murdered in the context of domestic violence in 2006.

DVCC delegations have organised meetings with Reba Meagher, Minister for Community Services and senior policy advisers of the Attorney General and the Minister for Women.

The Coalition will be launching the Black and Blue Campaign on 14 September at Sydney Town Hall.

‘The focus of the campaign is the wearing of black and blue ribbons to raise community awareness of the impact of domestic violence on a woman’s life,’ Betty Green said. ‘The black and blue colours signify the reality that violence bruises every aspect of a woman’s life – emotionally, psychologically, physically and spiritually – through verbal, emotional, psychological and physical abuse.’

A statewide postcard campaign will shortly be launched in Liverpool to draw attention to the Coalition’s calls for the development of a State domestic violence policy that reflects a whole-of-

government approach and supports a woman’s right to safety, the establishment of the domestic violence-related homicide review and better funding for community-based specialist services.
For more information and membership enquiries please contact Executive Officer, Betty Green at betty_green@iprimus.com.au or your local Domestic Violence Court Assistance Scheme Co-ordinator.
SOME RECENT ADDITIONS TO OUR RESEARCH AND RESOURCES DATABASE

1 Double jeopardy for women: dual arrest

1.1
Finn, M.A. and Bettis, P., ‘Punitive action or gentle persuasion? Exploring police officers’ justifications for using dual arrest in domestic violence cases’, Violence Against Women, Vol. 12, No. 3, March 2006

This United States paper refers to mandatory and preferred arrest policies and the backlash for victims when they are arrested with their batterers (known as dual arrest). The article states that there is only minimal prior research examining the reasons for police officers executing dual arrests. Literature reviewed by the authors covers the following: women’s use of violence against male intimate partners; understanding the controversy; the development of domestic violence legislation; research on dual arrests; research on police decisions to arrest. This study examines the rationales used by police officers to justify dual arrests in a preferred arrest jurisdiction, where the law instructs police to identify the primary aggressor.

A script depicting a hypothetical domestic violence situation was used. Respondents were 24 police officers, divided into two categories based on their experience level: novice/mandate officers or in-service officers. Each received one script depicting a hypothetical domestic violence situation where both the wife and husband made counterclaims that the other was the aggressor. Variations in the scripts included the wife presenting with injuries, the wife presenting with no injuries and a variation in whether the couples were conciliatory or antagonistic towards each other at the conclusion of the police interviews.

Findings from the study indicated that officers referred to their jurisdiction’s family violence law when making dual arrests, although there was misinterpretation and non-compliance with stipulated action that officers were to take, such as fully investigating the situation when counterclaims were made. Officers also made dual arrests to ensure that both parties received help – for example, counselling or shelter, through the criminal justice system. A number of concerns are discussed regarding the justification of dual arrest and the negative implications it can have 

on victims, such as victims being punished. The authors suggest that dual arrest incidents may be reduced if police services adopt policies to discourage this practice and recommend greater scrutiny of incidents where dual arrest is used.

1.2
DeLeon-Granados, W., Wells, W. & Binsbacher, R., ‘Arresting developments: Trends in female arrests for domestic violence and proposed explanations’, Violence Against Women, Vol. 12, No. 4, April 2006
This article discusses the increase in female arrests for domestic violence despite criminal justice policies aimed at increasing victim safety. It suggests the possibility that the system confuses victim and offender, therefore undermining the very intent of domestic violence policy. A descriptive analysis is provided of felony domestic violence arrests in California between 1987 and 2000; evidence is presented on the rate at which women were arrested for felony domestic violence, as well as proposed hypotheses to provide an understanding of the observed trends.

Several explanations are posed for the observed trends, paying specific attention to the policy climate of policing. Arrest rates and arrest ratios were calculated to compare relative changes in arrest among men and women. Aggregate felony domestic violence arrest rates more than doubled from 1987 to 1997 in California and then declined 23% from 1997 to 2000.

Disaggregating the statistics by gender revealed that there were differential growth rates in arrests of men and women: female arrest rates for domestic violence increased more than 500% – from 13.7 per 100,000 adult women – to 74.8 per 100,000 adult women, while male rates increased 136% – from approximately 247 per 100,000 adult men to 338 per 100,000 adult men. Women represented 5% of all domestic violence arrests in 1987 and 18% of all such arrests in 2000. Potential explanations for this development were explored by using existing theory and research. Two explanations were posed. The first refers to the behaviour of the population:

a) women are engaging in more violence against their intimate partners

b) men are engaging in less violence against their intimate partners

c) male batterers are able to manipulate the system to their advantage and further victimise their partners.

The second explanation is system-based:

d) the system has become more egalitarian in that the criminal justice system was reluctant to take action against women in the past and now is more fair in the use of discretion

e) the observed rate increases indicate enhanced sensitivity and an overall net-widening effect

f) 
the criminal justice system is limited in its ability to adequately identify, respond to and reduce this type of social problem primarily through police practice.

The explanations are explored further in the article, but no definitive reasons are given to explain why arrests of women have increased under policies designed to increase batterer accountability. The available evidence highlights the need to engage in a process of systematically gathering and analysing data on the unintended outcomes, negative and positive, of criminal justice domestic violence policies.
2 Risk assessment

2.1
Karan, A. and Lazarus, L., ‘A lawyer’s guide to assessing dangerousness for domestic violence’, The Florida Bar Journal Vol. 78, No. 55, March 2004

Online at http://www.floridabar.org/DIVCOM/JN/JNJournal01.nsf/76d28aa8f2ee03e185256aa9005d8d9a/a064c543ab7e7d3785256e43004fcb02?OpenDocument

The article advocates that lawyers in the United States have a responsibility to play a proactive role in preventing violence to their clients, and also to be aware of the factors that make such violence and resulting harm more likely. It cites some of the statistics on intimate-partner violence; for example, 1300 women are killed by their partners annually in the United States; femicide is the 7th leading cause of preventable death for women in the United States; it is the most common cause of death for African-American women aged 15 to 54 years; it accounts for 20% of all homicides; 67%-80% of victims have been battered previously by their partners.

The authors argue that lives can be saved where domestic violence is categorised as a criminal and not a civil family matter and a co-ordinated response follows. They state that lawyers see potential victims in many aspects of their work – for example, divorce and related matters and juvenile dependency and delinquency matters.

The article outlines possible routine questions for lawyers to ask clients when determining whether there is the potential for harm under the following categories:

· mental health issues (suicidal; homicidal; history of psychiatric problems; depression; increase in life stressors)

· feelings about relationship (obsessiveness about partner or family; extreme jealousy; access to victim; rage or depression over separation)

· history of domestic violence (history of assaults; history of stalking; substance abuse)

· 
severity of violence (use of weapons; unwanted sexual contact; strangulation; hurting pets; severe injury).

Other risk factors to be taken into account include the period most dangerous for victims – just after or before separation; the presence of a stepchild in the household; holding antiquated or old-fashioned views; unemployment.

The authors state as a surprising fact that women who purchase guns are twice as likely to be victims of femicide and that women are not always best able to assess their own risk of harm (50% of those who have had an attempt on their lives did not realise the extent of the danger they were in). They conclude that there is nearly always someone who knows that the woman is at risk.
2.2
Hilton, N.Z. and Harris, G.T., ‘Predicting wife assault: A critical review and implications for policy and practice’, Trauma, Violence & Abuse, Vol. 6, No. 1, January 2005

This Canadian review provides an overview of prediction research and looked at research evidence for the prediction of wife assault recidivism, lethal wife assault and wife assault onset. It also examines the effect of treatment attendance on wife assault recidivism.

Discussed in this paper are two methods used to predict violence: Structured Clinical Risk Assessments and Actuarial Risk Assessments. Risk Assessments are considered a more accurate predictor of violent recidivism than clinical judgement or structured clinical tools. The review suggests that the strongest predictors of wife assault recidivism are very similar to the predictors of violent recidivism in general: young age, unemployment, prior criminal history and other indices of an unstable, antisocial lifestyle, including substance abuse, psychopathy and treatment dropout. Formal risk assessments and victims’ predictions are also considered valuable indicators of recidivism.

Due to limitations in predicting lethal violence, the authors could not conclude that a validated risk assessment for lethal wife assault existed and recommended that a validated wife assault risk assessment be used when lethality was a concern.

Predicting wife assault onset using risk assessments was unclear and the authors suggest that, when attempting to identify men at risk of offending, focus should be on areas such as conduct disorder, substance abuse, mood disorder, jealousy and childhood exposure to violence. The review concludes that there is no strong evidence that participation in wife assault treatment decreases risk and that non-completion of treatment is related to recidivism. The implications for practice, policy and research are also discussed.


3 Pregnancy, depression and intimate partner violence

Martin, S.L., Li, Y., Casaneuva, C., Harris-Britt, A. & Kupper, L.L., ‘Intimate partner violence and women’s depression before and during pregnancy’, Violence Against Women, Vol. 12, No. 3, March 2006

This United States paper refers to the literature on physical and sexual assault on women by their intimate partners, identifying victimisation as most likely when women are of reproductive age. It refers to studies and surveys which provide statistics on violent victimisation of women before and during their pregnancy and suggests that intimate partner violence can result in women’s health problems, including mental health problems, such as depression.

This study examined the effect of intimate partner violence on depressive symptoms of 95 prenatal care patients. Subjects participated in a structured research interview and information was gathered on the women’s depressive symptoms, experiences of intimate partner violence and socio-demographic details. Associations between women’s experiences of several forms of intimate partner violence and depressive symptoms, both before and during pregnancy, were examined. Two research questions were posed:

· do women who have experienced particular types of intimate partner violence (psychological aggression, physical assault, sexual coercion and violence-related injures) have higher levels of depressive symptoms, both before pregnancy and during pregnancy, than women who have not experienced such violence?

· among women victimised by intimate partner violence (before and/or during pregnancy), are the depressed women more likely to have experienced more frequent violence compared with the non-depressed women?

Findings indicated that 41% of the women in this study had clinically relevant levels of depressive symptoms during the year before pregnancy and nearly three-quarters of the women had similarly high depression levels during pregnancy. The women who were victims of psychological aggression during the year before pregnancy were not at elevated risk of depression except when the psychological aggression was very frequent. During pregnancy, psychological aggression related to women’s depression levels regardless of the frequency of the aggression. Women who experienced any level of physical assault or sexual coercion by their intimate partner (before or during pregnancy) had higher levels of depressive symptoms than non-victims. 
More than half of the women in the study experienced multiple forms of violence and injuries from their intimate partner, even during


pregnancy, with findings of higher levels of depressive symptoms for this group. Limitations of the study are discussed – for example, that the research was based solely on women’s interview responses and the likelihood of reporting biases due to the nature of the topic. The importance of routine screening in services providing women’s health care, domestic violence programs, mental health and emergency services was stressed.
4 Coping strategies of domestic violence victims

Lewis, C.S., Griffing, S., Chu, M., Jospitre, T., Sage, R.E., Madry, L. & Primm, B.J., ‘Coping and violence exposure as predictors of psychological functioning in domestic violence survivors’, Violence Against Women, Vol. 12, No. 4, April 2006

This United States study examines the differential effects of adult and childhood physical and psychological abuse, abuse-specific coping and psychological adjustment in battered women who sought emergency domestic violence shelter. Coping strategies and styles, including cultural factors, from various research studies, were discussed.

The study examines the relative effects of emotional and physical forms of childhood and adult abuse, acknowledging that prior exposure to abuse may exacerbate, either independently or conjointly, reactions to current abuse. The contribution of psychological threat or intimidation, physical battering and childhood maltreatment on the psychological adjustment of women entering shelters was examined. 102 female residents of two inner-city emergency domestic violence shelters were the subjects of the study; their ethnicity was categorised as African American, Latino or other. A structured interview was conducted with each participant and a combination of psychosocial measures were analysed. Findings indicated that participants used mixed coping strategies when coping with abuse. The women often diverged from more socially esteemed proactive strategies and developed situationally responsive strategies to survive.

Participants relied mostly on wishful thinking (a disengaged strategy) and problem-solving (an engaged strategy). As violence escalated, participants disengaged more, with women reporting greater social withdrawal, wishful thinking and deflecting-blame strategies. When the threat was non-physical, victims increasingly used engaged strategies, for example, reaching out to others.

Findings on childhood trauma indicated that all forms of neglect and abuse in childhood were inversely related to self-esteem. Childhood and adult emotional abuse were uniquely associated with depression, above and beyond the effects of physical abuse. This indicated that the depressive symptomology and self-esteem deficits associated 

with domestic violence cannot unequivocally be attributed to physical assault alone. The impact of psychological abuse, both current and historic, uniquely predicts negative outcome. The study found that modes of coping that are traditionally considered adaptive – for example, engaged, proactive strategies – may be unsafe for battered women and children.
5 Diversion of domestic violence matters to restorative justice

Cameron, A., Restorative justice: a literature review, British Columbia Institute Against Family Violence, 2003

Online at http://www.bcifv.org/pubs/Restorative_Justice_Lit_Review.pdf

This literature review examines whether current research shows restorative justice is a safe and effective criminal justice response to cases of intimate partner violence in Canada. Restorative justice models are described, including police (pre-charge), crown (post-charge), courts (pre-sentencing or during sentence), corrections (post-sentence) and parole (pre-revocation).

Needs of survivors of intimate violence are examined with regard to punishment and accountability, physical protection and safety, advocacy and support, resources, children’s needs and power of autonomy and decision-making. The analysis aims to see if restorative justice delivers – through an overview of the promise, problems and evaluations of alternative measures in British Columbia and Nova Scotia and of sentencing circles, family group conferences, victim-offender reconciliation programs (VORPs), victim-offender mediations (VOMs) and Negotiated Protocols.

The author then discusses the characteristics of an effective restorative justice model and poses some research questions. She notes that effective programming needs to address gendered power imbalances in intimate violence, even in the context of cultural communities, such as Aboriginal communities, and should take a feminist, anti-subordination and woman-centred approach. Research questions include developing a research methodology to better measure ‘success’ in cases of intimate violence, including long-term recidivism, and not just the less tangible ‘restorative’ outcomes that characterise the few evaluations that exist in this area.

She finds that the Pennell and Burford project, Hollow Water and the Langley VOM are the only three Canadian restorative justice projects that deal with cases of intimate violence which have been subject to first-hand empirical research with survivors.

She suggests more empirical research is needed, with particular attention to the needs of survivors. Research is also required on discrete models as


the literature shows that, rather than the ‘restorative’ principles, it is the processes, funding and administration which make the most significant differences to success. Alternative measures should be a research priority to explore basic questions such as how many cases of intimate violence are being diverted into restorative justice processes, away from the criminal justice system, and how the decision to divert is being made. Sentencing circles should also be a research priority, as there is no easily accessible research indicating the frequency of their application in intimate-partner violence cases.
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE GOOD PRACTICE DATABASE

Preventing Family Disintegration in CALD Communities: A Partnership Approach was a community-focused pilot project from the Western Australian Multicultural Women’s Consortium. It aimed to develop appropriate models to canvass community education within the Ethiopian and Muslim communities in Perth. The project emphasised the positive aspects of community involvement in addressing domestic violence. A radio program and magazine for the Ethiopian community and a series of workshops for the Muslim community resulted from the project.
Something Not Right At Home? is a DVIRC Victoria community education project targeting teenagers. The project led to the establishment of a website, http://www.burstingthebubble.com and an information campaign distributed publicly and through high schools in Victoria. Something Not Right At Home? aims to assist young people in identifying abuse in their family and developing strategies for their emotional wellbeing and physical safety. The project also led to the production of a booklet which outlines successful techniques for designing websites for young people.

The Women’s Domestic Violence Court Assistance Program is a New South Wales Government program co-ordinating court support 
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schemes across New South Wales. The program funds and supports 33 Women’s Domestic Violence Court Assistance Schemes, which operate proactively in 55 courts to assist women to obtain appropriate protection orders (Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders), tailored to their needs. The program, which is managed by the NSW Legal Aid Commission, assists with the establishment of Schemes within local regions, establishes policy and practice guidelines and supports the training and supervision of staff (both Scheme Co-ordinators and seconded court roster workers from the local women’s and other services).
PRACTICE NOTES

Domestic Violence Intervention Response Team (DVIRT)

The Domestic Violence Intervention Response Team (DVIRT) is an information, referral and support service for victims of domestic violence who have had contact with police within the Brisbane Waters Local Area Command in Gosford on the Central Coast of New South Wales.

DVIRT is auspiced by the Central Coast Domestic Violence Court Assistance Scheme and is responsible to its management and the Local Area Command Crime Co-ordinator. DVIRT also has a steering committee which provides project direction and support.

The project came about as a result of a partnership between New South Wales Police and a number of community organisations responding to victims of domestic violence, arising out of concern about the high number of withdrawals of applications for Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders (ADVOs) before the court, and the lack of support and information for victims in the period between police attending a domestic violence incident and the court date, usually about two weeks later.

The project originally began as a local six-month pilot in 2001/2002. Funding was successfully sought and first allocated to DVIRT in May 2003, under the Community Solutions Program.

A full-time co-ordinator was employed and DVIRT began operation in July 2003. Additional funding has since been received for professional supervision and a part-time worker; funding has been granted until the end of 2007.

DVIRT staff are located in the Gosford Police Station and work closely with the Domestic Violence Liaison Officers (DVLOs) to address the issues of domestic violence.

DVIRT aims to

· empower domestic violence victims through information, referral, advocacy and support

· increase the level of safety, support and information provided to victims at a time of crisis

· 
decrease the number of repeat domestic violence offences

· increase the number of victims attending court

· reduce the number of withdrawn applications for Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders

and

· increase the reporting of breaches.

Referrals are made by police following their attendance at a domestic violence incident or when an event is reported at the police station. The victim consents in writing to their contact details being released to the DVIRT workers by signing a sticker. DVIRT workers then establish contact with clients within 24 to 48 hours. DVIRT workers may also contact those victims who have not signed the consent sticker on behalf of the DVLOs.

DVIRT workers offer assistance to both female and male victims of domestic violence but they recognise that in the majority of cases domestic violence is perpetrated by men against women and children in an attempt to gain and maintain power and control within the relationship. Although the contact with victims is usually by phone, DVIRT workers and the DVLOs also meet with and monitor high-risk victims. These are clients for whom they have concerns, as well as those identified in conjunction with high-risk offenders. DVIRT workers also support clients at court and are available to meet clients at a community location.

A key feature of this service is the close working relationship and collaboration between DVIRT and Police. This includes DVIRTs approved access to the COPS database and their inclusion in police operations that are designed to focus on high-risk domestic violence victims and offenders.

An independent evaluation was conducted on DVIRT in 2005. The researcher consulted with clients, police, the steering committee and staff members, other services on the Central Coast, and also interpreted statistics collected by DVIRT, police and local courts. The results after such a short period of time are quite remarkable. Data indicated that the program may have contributed to a reduction in victims withdrawing from proceedings for ADVOs, an increase in the number of victims attending court and a decrease in the number of repeat offences. The evaluation report noted that all performance indicators showed trends in the right direction.

During the time DVIRT has been in operation, workers have been in contact with more than 50% of domestic violence victims who come to the attention of the police, with a total of 3404 client contacts over two years. Almost all the clients who responded to the evaluation felt the DVIRT workers provided them with the support they needed and valuable information.


Main concerns expressed were that DVIRT is not clearly identified throughout the community and amongst services and police. Funding security and stability was also a common topic raised by respondents to the evaluation as an issue that impacts upon the operation and effectiveness of DVIRT. Overall, the evaluation produced positive results and key insights into working towards a more effective service to prevent domestic violence.
Chris Smith
Senior Regional Strategies Officer (Violence)
Central Coast

Domestic violence service changes in Adelaide

The Western Domestic Violence Service (WDVS) has closed and is no longer operating accommodation services or programs in Western Adelaide. The WDVS webpage has also been closed. Central Eastern Domestic Violence Service will now be responsible for domestic violence service provision in both eastern and western metropolitan Adelaide. This service can be contacted via the WDVS’s phone and fax numbers and postal address, or emailed at admin@cedvs.com.au. Copies of the WDVS Safety Planning booklet, publicised in the last edition of the Clearinghouse newsletter, can be obtained by contacting this email address.

NEW RESOURCES

Seeking Safety, Needing Support

This is a report by Beth Tinning on her needs analysis of women who are victims of domestic violence and who are accessing the family court. The report and a companion journal of ten of the research respondents stories is available in hard copy by contacting Beth on beth.tinning@jcu.edu.au.

The documents are also accessible through our website on: http://www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au/RR_docs/seeking_safety.pdf and

http://www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au/RR_docs/dragonfly_whispers.pdf

The research and report on support requirements for women was conducted on behalf of Sera’s Women’s Shelter, which provided funding, North Queensland Combined Women’s Services and North Queensland Domestic Violence Resource Service.
Love & Money: Are you getting your fair $hare?

Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal & Financial Counselling Centre Inc has produced a brochure with a warning signs checklist, pointers on how to avoid financial abuse and a list of referral agencies for assistance.


His Money or Our Money? Financial abuse of women in intimate partner relationships.

Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial Counselling Centre received funding to undertake a study and produce a report in 2004.

The key findings of the study were:

· financial abuse of women by their partners creates and entrenches the poverty and dependence of women and children

· financial abuse has severe, long-term impacts that have barely been acknowledged to date

· financial abuse of women is a cause of ill health for women and children

· bureaucratic, legal and corporate systems can function to perpetuate financial abuse

· further research needs to be undertaken to develop a legal definition of financial abuse.

Footnote: S8 of the Tasmanian Family Violence Act 2004 defines ‘economic abuse’ as a criminal offence. The penalty for a conviction is a fine not exceeding 40 penalty points or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years. As yet, no such offence has been successfully prosecuted.

The brochure and the report can be accessed at http://www.communitylaw.org.au/coburgbrunswick/; then click on RESOURCES, then PUBLICATIONS.
‘No more violence: we’re breaking the silence’: website for young people experiencing domestic violence

http://www.youthsayno.wa.gov.au

This website contains helpful information for young people about family and domestic violence, dating violence and how to support your friend if they are being abused. The website provides brochures, kits, posters and other client resources.

It was developed by the Western Australian Department of Community Development, Family and Domestic Violence Unit and Office for Children and Youth.
Good Practice in Indigenous Family Violence Prevention: Designing and Evaluating Successful Programs

The Clearinghouse’s Issues Paper 11 was prepared by Paul Memmott, Catherine Chambers, Carroll Go-Sam and Linda Thomson of the Aboriginal Environments Research Centre, University of Queensland. It discusses programs which address family violence in Indigenous communities in Australia. It is available on line through our website and in hard copy, sent recently to subscribers. Contact the Clearinghouse for additional copies.


Going to court: virtual tour of Hobart Magistrates’ Court

The Tasmanian Department of Justice has produced a web accessible virtual tour of the operation, lay-out and personnel in the magistrates’ court for a family violence matter.

The site features key individuals and their roles.

It was launched by the Attorney-General in June. To access the tour, you will need to have installed Flash Plugin 8. See: http://www.magistratescourt.tas.gov.au/going_to_court/virtual_tour
Making Children Count

Making Children Count, published by WESNET, provides a variety of snapshots based on research, current policy and practice and demonstrates why we need to be aware of, and support, policies important to children’s welfare. It is a call to action as it highlights children’s experiences of homelessness and/or domestic and family violence. A number of recommendations are made which include the urgent need for more resources for children and a call for Family Law reform. This booklet is written for workers in the field and women whose children have been affected by homelessness and/or domestic or family violence.

Copies of the booklet can be ordered online at: http://www.wesnet.org.au/publications/0509orderform.pdf
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CONFERENCE REPORT

Queensland Indigenous Family Violence Prevention Forum, Mackay Queensland, 2-3 May

Indigenous family violence workers, community leaders and government employees from throughout Queensland gathered for the third annual Indigenous Family Violence Prevention Forum, hosted by the Centre for Domestic and Family Violence Research (CDFVR) at Mackay’s Windmill Motel.

The theme of the Forum was Men, Women and Community – Partnerships, and included a range of presentations from innovative service providers, magistrates and staff from the Queensland Department of Communities and Department of Child Safety, addressing aspects of this theme. The keynote address was provided by Wesley Aird, from the National Indigenous Council, who outlined new Commonwealth

From left, Heather Nancarrow (Director CDFVR) , Viv Richards (NQDVRS), Shirley Slann (NQDVRS),

Marlene Speechley (Mt Isa).


arrangements post-ATSIC and the establishment of Shared Responsibility Agreements between the Commonwealth and local communities.

Presentations included an excellent and challenging discussion of models for government, community and service provider relationships by Joann Schmider (CEO, Indigenous Support and Development Branch, Department of Child Safety). This presentation will be made available on the CDFVR website: http://www.noviolence.com.au).

Mt Isa service managers, Marlene Speechley, Shirley Slann and Viv Edwards (pictured) spoke with commitment and passion about their integrated response to family violence for Indigenous and non-Indigenous women within their mainstream agencies. Carol Willie (Department of Corrections) and Magistrate Annette Hennessy presented the findings of an evaluation of their work with an innovative diversionary sentencing program for offenders.

Discussions were also held around Murri courts, men’s groups, issues for remote communities, community education strategies (including the Department of Communities’ new strategy targeting men) and policing issues. Many inspiring and dedicated Queensland Indigenous service providers from the non-government sector and community leaders also spoke about their work within local communities, in both prevention and crisis support.

Karen Wilcox (Good Practice Project Officer) attended the Forum and demonstrated the Clearinghouse website during one of the workshops. The Clearinghouse Good Practice database will, in the near future, be showcasing a number of the services and programs represented at the Queensland forum.
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For further information about the Queensland Indigenous Family Violence Prevention Forum, including program or presentation details, contact Annie Webster, Centre for Domestic and Family Violence Research, on (07) 4940 7834 or check the CDFVR website, http://www.noviolence.com.au.
RECENT CRIMINOLOGY MASTERS THESES, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

The following are research abstracts from the website of the Department of Criminology, University of Melbourne, which may be of interest to subscribers. Please contact the Clearinghouse or the Department of Criminology, University of Melbourne, for further details.
1
Andersson, Catherine (2001) Police response to domestic violence: A case study of the NSW Police Service

‘Police have long been criticised for failing to respond appropriately to domestic violence. However, there has been limited quantitative analysis conducted in Australia on the accuracy of this perception. This thesis is an empirical examination of the response of the New South Wales Police Service to domestic violence. Specifically, the role of this agency is examined in light of the introduction of Domestic Violence Standard Operating Procedures in 1997 that advocated pro-arrest, associated legislation and policies, and the Wood Royal Commission into police corruption. This study investigates the impact of these events on the response of New South Wales Police to domestic violence and the extent that changes in police procedures are actually being implemented. The impact of these changes was measured through comparisons of a sample of New South Wales Police assault records, assault data from the ABS national crime statistics collection and ABS crime victims’ survey data, in order to identify changes in the prevalence, victim reporting and police recording of domestic violence. Although it was expected that in New South Wales the use of arrest for domestic violence would increase following the introduction of the police procedures for domestic violence, the opposite was found. One explanation for these results is offered by


possible changes in police culture following the Wood Royal Commission. Specifically, New South Wales Police are now more cautious about taking action against an offender; however when they do take action they are more likely to arrest for domestic violence than non-domestic violence in line with these new procedures. Unfortunately, this appears to have had a negative effect on victim reporting with a smaller proportion of victims in New South Wales reporting domestic violence following these changes in police procedures.’
2
Perez, Monica (2005) Police Response to Domestic Violence: Making Decisions about Risk and Risk-Management

‘This study examines police decisions about risk in domestic violence incidents when using the L17A risk assessment instrument. Specifically, it addresses two issues: (1) the factors that influence judgments about the risk of future violence and decisions about risk management, and (2) police understanding of ‘best practice’ guidelines (context of the assessment, definition of domestic violence, and risk communication) in relation to the use of the instrument and decision-making.

The results of multivariate analysis, conducted on 501 risk assessment forms, suggested that the victim’s level of fear was the most significant factor influencing decisions on both the level of risk and risk management actions. In response to the second question, qualitative data suggested that the use of the risk assessment instrument has been negatively affected by an ambiguous understanding of the purpose of the tool, the definition of domestic violence, and the practice of communicating risk. Recommendations are made regarding the development of training that addresses best practice guidelines, the introduction of aide-memoires to assist police members in their decision-making, and the development of a monitoring system.’
3
Sari, Herlina Permata (2004) Immigrant Muslim Women Victims of Domestic Violence: An Exploration of Intersectionality

‘Women’s multiple identities render recognition as well as acknowledgement when their human rights are violated. This requires an intersectionality approach to analyse current women’s human rights instruments.

This research explores two queries. The first query was whether the intersection of identities of immigrant Muslim women victims of domestic violence has caused them simultaneously multiple violations of human rights. The second query was whether the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and its General Recommendations acknowledged the simultaneously and mutually reinforcing particular kind of human rights violation.


Utilising the intersectionality analysis, it was found that immigrant Muslim women victims of domestic violence in Victoria suffered from a distinct violation of human rights due to their being women, Muslim women, immigrant Muslim women and immigrant Muslim women victims of domestic violence. There was no indication of acknowledgement of intersectionality in CEDAW and its General Recommendations to address particular situation.

Additionally, the service workers’ usage of CEDAW in their work to assist immigrant Muslim women victims of domestic violence was symbolic. This means CEDAW functioned as a provider of a sense of belonging to the international community of women and as a provider of the spirit of human rights.’
FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES

Positive Ways: An Indigenous Say, National Conference, Victims and Justice Issues in an Indigenous Context

Darwin 12-13 September 2006
See http://www.vaonline.org/event.html

Conference aim:

· to create an awareness of the crime victim and justice issues for Indigenous people across Australia and especially in the Northern Territory

The conference will showcase positive, solution-focused programs current within communities and compare similar Indigenous issues experienced by service providers across Australia and in countries such as New Zealand.

Contact: Janet Smith
Manager, Information Services
Australian Institute of Criminology
GPO Box 2944, Canberra ACT 2600
Ph: (02) 6260 9264; Fax: (02) 6260 9299
Email: janet.smith@aic.gov.au
Web: www.aic.gov.au
Domestic Violence: A Strategic State response, Domestic Violence Committee Coalition

Sydney Town Hall, 14 September 2006

Conference aim:

· to provide the opportunity to engage with women’s specialist services, government service providers and policymakers, non-government sector representatives, lawyers and others to work together to formulate recommendations for the development of a whole-of-government, interagency integrated and co-ordinated response to domestic violence.

The Coalition’s Black and Blue Campaign will be launched at the conference.

Contact: Betty Green, Liverpool Women’s Health Centre at betty.green@swsahs.nsw.gov.au


Many roads to travel: the social, political and economic implications of women’s health, International Council of Women’s Health Issues Conference 2006

School of Nursing, University of Western Sydney, 15-18 November 2006

Conference themes:

· perspectives of culture and diversity in women’s health

· transitions in women’s health: implications for health, policy and practice

· chronic disease in women’s health: directions and perspectives

Contact: ICOWHI2006 Conference Secretariat
GPO Box 2609, Sydney NSW 2001
Ph: (02) 9241 1478
Email: info@icowhi2006.com
Web: http://www.icowhi2006.com
Violence Against Women: Diversifying Social Responses, Resovi, Individual Research Centre on Family Violence

Montreal, Canada, 22-24 October 2006

Conference aim:

· to bring together researchers, practitioners, policy-makers and students from different countries and to provide an excellent opportunity for participants to share their knowledge, experiences and insights about violence against women and the various social responses that have been developed to combat it.

· to facilitate exchanges between participants to make it possible to refine our understanding of how different social contexts of violence and inequality impact designated groups of women, as well as the strengths and limitations of government and community initiatives to address their specific needs.

Conference themes:

· violence against women in different social contexts and living conditions

· social responses to violence against women 

· major debates and issues regarding the social responses that have been developed to address violence against women.

Contact: Anne Chamberland, scientific coordinator, Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Family Violence and Violence Against Women
Ph: (+1 418) 656 3286; Fax: (+1 418) 656 3309
Email: conference@criviff.ulaval.ca
Web: www.criviff.qc.ca/colloque/accueil_ang.asp


The System Matters, two-day intensive institute with Dr Ed Gondolf, Parliamentary Annexe

Brisbane, 13-14 November 2006

This intensive institute will provide an opportunity to discuss, debate and be informed on ways to progress the provision of integrated systems responses to domestic and family violence.

The institute involves two days of intensive workshopping with Ed Gondolf and includes local speakers and panels who will inform and debate the issues pertaining to responses to perpetrators which prioritise collaboration and victim safety.

Contacts and to receive updates and registration information:
Betty Taylor at talylorb2@optusnet.com.au and
Dr Brian Sullivan at b.sullivan@social.uq.edu.au
FORTHCOMING CLEARINGHOUSE PUBLICATIONS

In 2006, in addition to two more issues of the newsletter, the following publications will be produced, to be available online and sent to subscribers in hard copy:

· Police and Family Violence: An Analysis of Family Violence Incidents Attended by Police in the Australian Capital Territory, a research paper by Robyn Holder on recent initiatives in the policing of family violence in the Australian Capital Territory and measures of their success

· an issues paper on screening and risk assessment for domestic violence

· an issues paper on the intersection of domestic violence and child protection issues

· a stakeholder resource paper on Australian statistics on domestic violence

· a stakeholder resource paper on psychological and emotional abuse.
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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government. While all reasonable care has been taken in the preparation of this publication, no liability is assumed for any errors or omissions.

The Clearinghouse is linked to the Centre for Gender-Related Violence Studies, based in the University of New South Wales School of Social Work. This work is copyright. Organisations have permission to reproduce parts or whole of this publication, as long as the original meaning is retained and proper credit given. The Australian Domestic and Family Violence Clearinghouse is funded by the Office for Women, Australian Government Department of Family and Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, through the Women’s Safety Agenda.
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