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Newsletter No.15 – June 2003

NEW PUBLICATIONS/REVIEWS

Negotiating child residence and contact arrangements against a background of domestic violence

Miranda Kaye, Julie Stubbs and Julia Tolmie (2003) Families, Law and Social Policy Research Unit, Griffith University.

This extensive report details the experiences of women negotiating residence and contact arrangements with an ex-partner where domestic violence is an issue. It highlights the ongoing issues for women who are caught between concern for the safety of their children on contact visits and a system that is currently failing to address such concerns adequately.

The findings are based on interviews with 40 women negotiating contact arrangements with an expartner who had abused them and a further 22 interviews with professionals such as lawyers, counsellors, refuge workers and court assistance scheme workers, who had involvement with the development or implementation of contact arrangements. Clear trends emerged from the study, providing a platform for improved service provision and reform, in particular, regarding better processes for the resolution of residence and contact disputes.

The report describes the violence and abuse that women and children were subjected to post separation and during contact and explores the effectiveness of the legal system to address violence, the critical nature of issues arising from the process of negotiating contact and the ability of professionals and services to assess what is in the best interests of the child. It highlights the dilemmas of parents and professionals concerned about the safety and wellbeing of children on contact visits.

Most women interviewed were supportive of the value of children having contact with the nonresident parent. For those women not supportive of this contact, their concerns related to the safety and wellbeing of their children on contact visits. A majority of women (97.5%) had experienced significant levels of violence and abuse since separating from their partner. For many, this abuse occurred in
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the context of contact changeovers. Women who were resident parents were concerned about the treatment of their children during contact visits, detailing practices by ex partners that were harmful, neglectful or dangerous. Women also cited occasions when it seemed that contact was used as a further opportunity to harass or annoy them. They expressed concern about children witnessing 


incidents of violence against them and circumstances where children themselves had been roughly handled during changeover.

Within this environment, women tried to negotiate appropriate and safe arrangements with their partner. These were often less than satisfactory. Arrangements varied from informal handovers at a neutral venue such as the police station or McDonalds, as well as handovers occurring at their or their ex-partner’s place of residence. Supervised contact occurred for almost half of the women who were the resident parent, in the majority of cases on an informal basis. Whilst supervised contact was conducted to improve the safety of the children, it was mostly problematic due to further abuse towards the supervising party by the contact parent or when the supervising party was a relative of the contact parent. The researchers state that the safest venues for changeover to take place for the women in the study appear to have been contact centres and schools.

Whilst some service providers held the view that contact centres were the safest option, their availability, restricted hours, ability to offer supervised contact, level of staff training, and cultural appropriateness, undermined some professionals’ confidence about their role. Some workers expressed concerns about the ability of such centres to offer a safe environment and questioned the appropriateness of contact in situations where children were continually exposed to violence and abuse.

Despite women’s concerns about the safety and wellbeing of their children, they reported being pressured into accepting agreements with their partner regarding contact in an attempt to appease him or because he would not agree to anything else. Whilst a number of children wanted contact with their father, women voiced their distress about forcing their children, who had expressly stated they did not want to go on contact visits, but were forced to do so.

Agreements about residence and contact were mostly finalised by consent orders (43.9%), closely followed by court-adjudicated orders in 36.6% of cases, while 19.5% of women reached an outcome through private negotiation. The authors state that women were commonly fearful during negotiations concerning contact and proposed that there was evidence to suggest that consent orders and private agreements should not necessarily be assumed to be ‘truly consensual’ (p.11).

Almost half of the women interviewed who were the resident parent, described incidents of threatened or actual abduction, or non-return of their children as agreed by the contact parent. Most resident parents had not brought action before the Family Court for breaches of contact orders because of cost factors and 


the absence of mechanisms that could ensure compliance with the order by the abusive parent.

In general, it appeared that women felt constrained by the lack of responsiveness of the system to hear and validate their thoughts about what was in the best interest of their children or to ensure that safety mechanisms were in place. Many questioned the ability of the court and professionals to determine these critical factors. Contrary to some views, 70.9% of women found it very difficult to disclose domestic violence to professionals they came in contact with, at least initially. Other women, especially Indigenous women, were reluctant to report the abuse for fear that statutory child protection authorities could take their children away from them.

Almost two-thirds of women were dissatisfied with the level of protection afforded by Apprehended Violence Orders. Many reported that they had experienced great difficulty in obtaining the AVO in the first place and then were subjected to breaches that were not acted on by police. Some women felt that their lawyers did not listen to them, made concessions in negotiations that were not in accord with their wishes, or pressured them to make agreements. The lack of legal aid funding continues to be a major issue for women, with only one-third of women in the sample having a full grant of legal aid. This resulted in women trying to limit legal proceedings either by dropping actions, agreeing to contact arrangements that put them at further risk or by not initiating action to vary orders when experiencing ongoing difficulties.

During Family Court counselling sessions, women said that they felt intimidated and unsafe, with a minority of women being offered separate sessions despite existing policy regarding domestic violence.

This suggests that couples should be interviewed separately as a standard practice. Six women experienced the legal process as a form of abuse because ex-partners had made repeated applications or used proceedings as a means of having some contact with them. Women suggested that having continuity with the professionals involved would ensure that vexatious proceedings could be identified early.

When allegations about child abuse were raised, women felt that concerns were either minimised or not given their due weight by the Family Court. Despite the fact that children had either witnessed violence to their mothers or been the direct target of abuse, supervised contact was ordered in only five cases, with phone-only contact in two cases. With respect to the effects of witnessing violence, the report notes that: ‘Most professional respondents seemed to assume that violence against a mother was clearly separable from any consideration of the well being of the child.’ (p.x) Indeed, women felt that


domestic violence had been given little consideration when making decisions about child contact.

Of the women who were not the resident parent but who did have contact rights with their children, many commented that they were prevented from having contact with their children and chose not to enforce this order because of the repercussions in terms of their safety.

The concluding chapter of the report provides a summary of the key issues requiring further action. Overwhelmingly, the report expresses unease with assumptions that contact with both parents, even when there are circumstances of serious violence and abuse, is appropriate. Recommendations are made about having a streamlined system for dealing with cases involving violence and abuse, such as the Magellan project in Victoria and the Columbus project in Western Australia. These pilot case management projects aim to improve coordination between child protection authorities and the Family Court. Since not all contact services are able to offer a highly vigilant level of supervision, it is suggested those referring to them need to check that the level of supervision available can adequately address the issue of safety.

The report concludes that: ‘The system is obviously not responding effectively to the needs of women and children where there has been domestic violence.’ (p. 151) It is recommended that, when there is a history of domestic violence, contact should only occur if a case is made that it is in the child’s best interests.

To obtain a copy

http://www.gu.edu.au/centre/flru/pdf/wp4.pdf

PRACTICE NOTES

IMPACT21 Project

NSW Women’s Refuge Resource Centre

The IMPACT21 Project – Innovative Models Promoting Advanced Concepts Through the 21st century – was managed by the NSW Women’s Refuge Resource Centre (WRRC) and funded by the NSW Department of Community Services. The aim of the Project was to identify, document and promote a range of strategies and models of service provision in women’s refuges. The focus is on innovation and diversity, underpinned by the feminist Over-arching Principles of the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement and Standards in the ‘Open Door’ Access and Equity Manual for NSW Women’s Refuges.


The Senior Project Worker, Nancy Smyth, visited twenty-two of the fifty-five women’s refuges and safe houses in NSW to document the programs, projects, strategies and models operating within women’s refuges. IMPACT21 documents 120 models of outreach service currently being offered by the refuges she visited. These encompass Aboriginal outreach, child support outreach, brokerage, intervention, NESB outreach and community development. They provide examples of the work which refuges undertake in partnership with a range of agencies to respond creatively to the complex needs of women and children affected by domestic violence. Some aim to engage the community by offering activities coupled with the provision of information and access to resources.

Some are more focussed and deal directly with domestic violence issues by way of, for example, support groups to women and to children. Other activities are designed to educate the community about domestic violence and child abuse issues.

Women’s refuges are not only about providing accommodation to women and children escaping domestic violence. In fact, many women and children who access the services offered by women’s refuges never spend a single night in a refuge. One of the most important factors about working with women and children impacted by domestic violence is that there must be a choice about the kinds of support they want.

IMPACT21 provides a picture of richness and diversity of NSW Women’s Refuge activity. It demonstrates the vibrancy and ongoing development of the women’s refuge sector, which initiated the movement against domestic violence.

To obtain a copy

NSW Women’s Refuge Resource Centre,
Ph: 02 9698 9777; Email: wrrc@bigpond.com

The IMPACT21 document is on the WRRC website: http://www.wrrc.org.au

Onkaparinga Champions, South Australia

The Onkaparinga Collaborative Approach (OCA) to the prevention of domestic violence was launched in February 2001. Eleven human service agencies and community groups signed a ‘Statement of Commitment’ to enable people within the Onkaparinga region to access valuable services that prevent and respond to domestic violence. The Statement signifies a pledge of moral support and resources to establish effective partnerships between 
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From left to right: Minister John Hill (and MP for Kaurna), Bevin Wilson (Chairperson of Neporendi), Robert Brokenshire MP (Mawson), Gay Thompson MP (Reynell), Magistrate Clint Johannsen and Richard Hicks (NHS
organisations in an effort to reduce incidences of domestic violence. The OCA attempts to promote a coordinated regional approach through a tiered structure involving the broader community, senior management and grassroots workers in human services agencies.

In November 2002, the OCA publicly adopted the principles of the World Health Organisation’s world report into Violence and Health (2002). Twenty eight community groups, local churches and government and non-government agencies signed the updated statement. Champions for the OCA spoke of their commitment and signed a Champions Statement. The champions included all of the state politicians in the Onkaparinga region, the Chief Magistrate from the local domestic violence court and a local Aboriginal leader.

Further information

Go to Clearinghouse Good Practice Database: http://www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au/gp_simple.htm — click on the browse heading coordination, or type Onkaparinga into the simple search.

Older women’s right to safety at home

Cristina Scott, Clearinghouse Librarian, reports on her attendance at a Stop DV Day event

On Monday, April 28 the Older Women’s Network Sydney hosted the Older Women’s Right to Safety at Home forum. Chaired by Dorothy McRae-McMahon, chair of the Council on Violence Against Women, the morning saw the launch of the Older Women’s Right


to Safety at Home Quilt, a cooperative effort of the Older Women’s Network. The Quilt, presented to the forum by project worker Meg Bishop, incorporated comments from a wide range of older women including participants attending the Older Women's Network NSW State Conference in 2002 who wrote messages on swatches of material which were then integrated into the now-finished quilt.

Forum speakers addressed police, medical and legal issues and later formed a discussion panel to answer questions. Angela Cook, the Domestic Violence Liaison Officer with the Redfern Police, presented the police perspective. Dr. Linda Mann described the domestic violence situation as seen by the medical practitioner and Monica Neville, from the NSW Domestic Violence Advocacy Service, contributed the legal viewpoint.

Keynote speaker Joy Fuller, Older Women’s Project Worker, informed the forum about the Western Sydney Sole Women’s Accommodation Service Project. In an effort to address the growing number of women over 50 who are seeking crisis accommodation after escaping domestic violence, this 12-month pilot project seeks to provide information, resources and support to these women as well as to produce and develop community education strategies in partnership with local agencies, women’s refuges and the general community. A specific area of concern with this group of women is that many are experiencing violence at the hands of their adult children. Ms Fuller concluded with a plea that more funds and support services be made available, especially for this increasingly acute problem among older women.

Further information

Older Women's Network NSW,
87 Lower Fort Street, Millers Point NSW 2000

Ph: (02) 9247 7046; Fax: (02) 9247 4202; Email: office@own.org.au

Web: http://www.own.org.au/

Domestic violence hypothetical: ‘How the system works, and when it does not’

An activity of South Eastern Sydney Combined Domestic Violence Committees for Stop Domestic Violence Day

To mark NSW Stop Domestic Violence Day, the South Eastern Sydney Combined Domestic Violence Committees organised a half-day domestic violence



‘hypothetical’ to examine systemic issues involved in responding to domestic violence. Media personality Julie McCrossin facilitated the session which involved a 14 member panel comprising members from the NSW Police Service, Department of Community Services, Women’s Refuges, Women’s Domestic Violence Court Assistance Schemes, Department of Health, Aboriginal agencies, Local Courts, Family Law Court, Legal and Research Centres. The hypothetical was recorded and will be used as an educational video by the NSW Police Service.

The hypothetical used two case study scenarios to promote discussion about current practice issues and obstacles to effective intervention. Particular issues highlighted by debate included concerns about contact arrangements for children witnessing domestic violence and the failure of legal practitioners to exercise powers within the Crimes Act which give Magistrates the ability, during proceedings dealing with protection orders, to make alterations to Family Law Court Orders on an interim basis. A further theme arising from discussion was a clear message that responsibilities regarding domestic violence and child protection belong to all services working with the community, both government and non-government. A panel of Indigenous service providers gave valuable information about the ways in which agencies can develop links with Indigenous organisations.

Participants commented that the session was stimulating, highly informative and frank about some of the shortcomings of work in the interagency context. The session was useful in naming these difficulties and provided opportunities for reflection on what they mean for service provision within the local area.

Members of the organising committee found the event to be one of the most rewarding and collaborative experiences they have been involved with for some time because the lead-up to the event involved genuine partnerships, respect for each other’s work and a sharing of responsibilities. They found that the implementation of interagency principles of cooperation and shared visions led to a truly successful event that resonated with the community. Belinda Cooley, Co-chairperson and Senior Social Work Specialist, St George Domestic Violence Counselling Service, commented that ‘there is much written about the value of partnerships and working collaboratively but sometimes this does not translate into practice. However in the case of the ‘hypothetical’ committee I feel the way we worked together in many ways modelled our goals of the ‘hypothetical’. That is, for improved communication and action between services working in the area of domestic violence and child protection’.


Contact

NSW Police Media Unit for further information about obtaining a copy of the video.

Housing and accommodation issues for women and children escaping domestic violence

Debbie King, Strategic Partners

A recurring theme in the PADV1 Evaluation Research has been the injustice of women and children being forced to leave their homes in order to be safe:

Why do we women live in refuges when the perpetrators live in the comfort to which they are accustomed? Why must we three eke out a living on a pension of $330 per week of which $130 goes in rent while my husband lives on his salary of $750 per week of which $85 goes on the mortgage and lives alone in a four bedroom, two bathroom house. (Woman with two children who had experienced domestic violence, Home, Safe Home Report 2000)

The vast majority of women and their children who leave a violent relationship face considerable struggle and dislocation in establishing affordable and appropriate housing. In extreme cases, women will choose to return home to the violence rather than remain homeless. In other instances, women and children live in transition, moving frequently from accommodation to accommodation over extended periods.

Women escaping domestic violence made up 39% of all women seeking support from the Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) in 1998-99. Another 12% of women were seeking support as a result of relationship/family breakdown. In 1999 22% of SAAP services were targeted to women escaping domestic violence and of these, 61% provided crisis/short-term accommodation and another 19%, medium term accommodation. In 1998-99 women escaping domestic violence were the second largest client group for SAAP programs after young people and in 1997-98, women were accompanied to SAAP services by 34,663 children.

Housing and accommodation issues are a major factor in women’s decisions about leaving a violent situation and/or returning to one (Chung et al 2000). Some women face particular difficulties that may result in their being unable to access accommodation support at all or being unable to move on from emergency accommodation to medium or longer term



options. This is particularly the case for women with mental health issues that are not well managed by medication or other supports; women with addictions; women with children, particularly older boys or larger numbers of children, or children with challenging behaviours; Indigenous women in some areas; women with accumulated debt or poor or nonexistent credit or rental histories; women with pets; or women who do not want to leave their home areas, particularly if this is a small town.

Attempts to gain access to private rental housing or priority public housing can compound the effects of domestic and family violence on the self-esteem and confidence of women. The attitudes of, and discrimination by, real estate agents and landlords can have a powerful effect. Women escaping domestic and family violence describe being belittled, judged and actively discriminated against, particularly in areas where there is a high demand for private rental.

A diverse range of options must be available to women if their chances of re-establishing themselves safely and quickly are to be optimised. While SAAP services are absolutely essential, they do not meet the needs of all women or children. In addition, a time comes when the woman needs to re-establish herself and her children in longer-term accommodation.

To maximise effectiveness, women’s domestic violence accommodation services should include a range of housing types to meet the various needs of women and children. These should include shortterm ‘traditional’ high security communal-style accommodation; crisis oriented safe houses for women and children living in rural and remote areas; cluster-style units with varying levels of security where women and children can live more independently in both the short- and medium-term; and medium- to long-term transitional housing that incorporates independent living and the involvement of support services as necessary.

The safety of women and children must be the overarching principle in all accommodation and housing service responses from the development of policy and protocol statements through to the involvement of women and children in their own safety planning. Consideration must now be given to the development of policies and procedures that enable women and children to safely remain in the home while the perpetrator of violence is removed. This should include examining the effectiveness and ongoing feasibility of sole occupancy and exclusion orders for women to remain in their own homes.



RESEARCH FINDINGS/INITIATIVES

First study of exclusion orders in NSW

This study was conducted from January to August 2002 and involved identifying and analysing cases involving exclusion orders coming before Waverley and Sutherland local courts, on domestic violence ‘list’ days. Both courts operate in metropolitan Sydney.

An exclusion order is a condition of an Apprehended Violence Order (AVO) which prohibits the defendant from living in the premises occupied by the protected person, such premises being the place of residence of both parties, or the ‘family home.’ As such, exclusion orders are a powerful tool which local courts are able to grant, to enable a woman and her children to remain in their own home, when they are leaving domestic violence.

Thirty two cases involving exclusion orders were identified over the six-month period. An analysis of the court transcripts revealed the following: 

· Exclusion orders are largely unnamed and invisible within the legal system.

· The court’s response to a request for an exclusion order often focuses on the property rights and accommodation needs of male defendants.

· Exclusion orders are able to strengthen the conditions of an AVO and provide a woman with protection from further violence.

· Consideration of children’s interests was largely absent from the transcripts.

· Local court exclusion orders have a different purpose to family law court proceedings and need to be considered in their own right, separate from any family law proceedings.

· Over half of the 32 exclusion orders were consented to, and many of the consent cases involved a guilty plea to assault charges.

· A Telephone Interim Order (TIO) with an exclusion condition may facilitate the making of a final order with exclusion.

· The meanings and symbols surrounding ‘the family home’ are a key to any understanding of exclusion orders.

· Police prosecutors need to advance arguments for the victim in contested cases involving exclusion.

· Magistrates’ reasons for granting contested exclusion orders revolved around accommodation



for the defendant, the view that the relationship had ended, safety considerations for the victim and the seriousness of the offence related to assault charges. Reasons for denying exclusion orders revolved around a perceived lack of accommodation for the defendant, a weak case with insufficient evidence and a view that both parties had been violent. 

In the final analysis, if exclusion is contested, it will depend on the magistrate’s judgment whether or not an exclusion condition is granted. One judgment in the study serves as a reminder that, if men perpetrate domestic violence, they do not have an unconditional right to enter or live in the ‘family home.’ In granting a contested exclusion order, in a matter involving violence, threat of violence and breach of an AVO, the magistrate addressed the defendant as follows:

The fact that you think that you had a right, and you might well have a right, in normal circumstances, to visit your family home, the place that you own, does not mean that in these circumstances you have that right because you don’t.

Importantly, the study recommends that the safety needs of women and children be given primary attention, over and above the accommodation needs of the defendant. This is in keeping with the objects of the legislation relating to Apprehended Violence Orders, namely to ensure the safety and protection of persons who experience domestic violence. Other recommendations of the study relate to choices for women, making exclusion orders visible, accommodation options for defendants, the interests of children, role of police prosecutors, the integration of exclusion orders with domestic violence initiatives and the need for further research and development work.

The study was carried out as part of the NSW Strategy to Reduce Violence Against Women, in collaboration with Waverley and Sutherland local courts and the Women’s Domestic Violence Court Assistance Schemes. A report, ‘Violence Excluded’, detailing the findings of the study, is being finalised.

Robyn Edwards, then Regional Violence Prevention Specialist in South East Sydney, and initiator of the study, sums up: 

Exclusion orders, insofar as they enable the woman and her children to remain in their home, can be located within a broader context of social justice, prevention of women’s homelessness, protection of children and making the violent party accountable.


Staying Home/Leaving Violence: Research Update

The Clearinghouse research project, Staying home/leaving violence, complementary research to the exclusion order study, has now reached the ‘halfway mark’ and various themes and issues are becoming clearer. Interviews with women who have left domestic violence will continue in South East Sydney, the Far South Coast and Western Sydney over the next three months, in order to gain a better picture of how women may be able to remain safely in their own homes, with the violent partner leaving.

The emerging results of the Clearinghouse research were presented at the recent National Homelessness Conference held in Brisbane. The conference, organised by the Australian Federation of Housing Organisations (AFHO), underlined the strong links between women’s homelessness and domestic violence.

Further information

on ‘Violence Excluded’ or ‘Staying home/leaving violence’, contact Robyn Edwards at the Clearinghouse: Phone: (02) 9385 3843; email: robyn.edwards@unsw.edu.au.

Papers from the AFHO conference can be downloaded at: http://www.afho.org.au/4_publications/conference_papers/conference_papers.htm

Caught in the Crossfire: Identifying the needs of accompanying children from CALD backgrounds in SAAP Services

The Women’s Refuge Group of WA and the Centre for Research for Women are collaborating on a nationally funded research project in Western Australia, which aims to identify the needs of accompanying children from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds in Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) services. A review of the literature and policy concerning these issues has been conducted, informing discussion and deliberation by relevant focus groups held throughout April. The project concludes in June with a final report containing recommendations to be made available to add to the sector’s understanding of the issues.




Contact

Angela Hartwig (Women’s Refuge Group of WA)
wrgofwa@space.net.au or the researcher Josephine (Nina) Jurak: njurak@cyllene.uwa.edu.au

Current research in progress

The Clearinghouse is keen to provide a forum for the dissemination of information about current Australian academic research on issues related to domestic and family violence. In future newsletters, the Clearinghouse wishes to continue the practice of informing and updating others about:

1. Research in progress

2. Completed Masters or PhD theses

Please contact the Clearinghouse with details of your research. Following are several examples on research in progress, and a recently completed PhD.:

Rebecca Bradfield (2002) The Treatment Of Women Who Kill Their Violent Male Partners Within The Australian Criminal Justice System, unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Tasmania, Faculty of Law

Reviewed by Zoe Craven, Clearinghouse Research Officer

Bradfield’s PhD thesis combined the findings of an extensive empirical study into the legal outcomes and circumstances of cases in which women have killed their abusive partners with a range of theoretical perspectives and literature to produce a comprehensive analysis of the treatment of battered women within the Australian criminal justice system. The thesis begins by providing a background to the incidence, nature and extent of domestic violence in Australia and discusses some of the strategies women use to cope with and respond to intimate violence. The various social, economic and cultural barriers that can prevent women from simply leaving an abusive partner, are also addressed.

The focus of the thesis then shifts to the legal framework within which women who kill their violent partners are currently required to fit in order for their history of abuse to be taken into account by a judge or jury. Particular emphasis is placed on the use of the defences of provocation and self-defence


and the myriad difficulties battered women face in telling their stories within the confines of these traditional legal arguments and rules. The admissibility of evidence of domestic violence, specifically expert evidence of battered women syndrome, is reviewed and critiqued and some alternatives to current evidentiary approaches, such as the admittance of ’social framework evidence’, are explored.

The final section of the thesis examines some of the issues that arise in the context of punishing women who kill their abusive partners, in particular, how evidence of a history of abuse can and has been used in mitigation of sentence, negotiating a discount for guilty pleas and in securing non-custodial or suspended sentences. It is suggested that, while a more principled approach to the sentencing of battered women is imperative, breaking down judicial stereotypes and misconceptions of battered women is a key preliminary step towards the development of more appropriate criminal justice responses to battered women.

Further information

Contact the Clearinghouse and search the ‘research and resources’ database: http://www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au/rr_simple.htm for other, related publications by this author.

Research in progress: Long-term effects of domestic violence (VIC)

Call for participants

PhD student, Ilsa Evans, based at Monash University, is calling for survivors of a marriage or de facto relationship that contained domestic violence (physical, emotional, sexual or financial) where the relationship ended more than a year ago, to participate in a study examining the long-term effects of domestic violence. Participants are invited to complete a questionnaire, which is available at http://members.optusnet.com.au/~ilsaevans/survey.html or at many Victorian Neighbourhood and Community Centres. For further information call Ilsa on 0421 435 935 or email: iceva1@student.monash.edu.au. This research project (#2002/631) is overseen by The Standing Committee on Ethics in Research Involving Humans, Monash University, Victoria, Email: SCERH@adm.monash.edu.au, phone: 03 9905 2052



LEGISLATION AND POLICIES

Justice, Options and Prevention – Working to make the lives of ACT women safe

Recent community consultations in the ACT have indicated that many women experience a high level of violence and that there is a lack of understanding of the impact fear of violence has on women’s lives.

Consequently, the ACT Government is committed to raising the status of women in the ACT and achieving the vision of every woman in the ACT being free from violence and the fear of violence. In March 2003, Justice, Options and Prevention – working to make the lives of ACT Women safe, and its accompanying Action Plan, was launched.

It was considered that a whole of government approach to violence and safety for women would support and encourage a collaborative, coordinated and more holistic approach to these issues, based on shared basic principles. The Framework development process involved direction from a Reference Group consisting of government and community stakeholders, as well as extensive consultation with government and key community organisations.

The Framework is an instrument to guide government agencies in their work to eliminate violence against women, across their areas of responsibility.

It provides key stakeholders with directions to work from to achieve three key outcomes: 

· Protection and Justice: Women have a right to access a justice system that provides protection, support and advocacy;

· Options for Women: Assistance provided to women is appropriate, accessible, and responsive; and

· Prevention of Violence: Understanding, acceptance and acknowledgment of the right of women to live their lives free from violence.

The annual Action Plan identifies specific actions from agencies. These actions will be monitored through Agency annual reports. The annual updating and review of this Action Plan will further develop, refine and direct policies and programs across government towards achieving the three identified outcomes areas of the Framework. Some of the actions currently being undertaken in the ACT are:

· Review of the protection orders legislation

· Coordinated interagency response by the criminal justice and community sectors to domestic


violence through the Family Violence Intervention Program (FVIP)

· The establishment of a new telephone hotline for reporting elder abuse, a community awareness campaign and the development of a set of comprehensive training materials

· A pilot project to integrate sexual assault data to inform legal policy and law reform on sexual assault

· A collaborative government and community program for both victims and perpetrators of violence, the Family Violence Program. This is a service aimed at families wanting to address the legacy of domestic violence in their lives, and

· The provision of an older women’s boarding house, currently under construction, targeting women over 55 years who have experienced family breakdown, including elder abuse.

Further information

Copies of the Framework and Action Plan can be obtained from The ACT Office for Women on (02) 6205 0685 or email: erutan.cielo@act.gov.au

TIPS ON USING THE CLEARINGHOUSE DATABASE

Dr Dale Gietzelt, Information Officer

This is the next part in a series that details the steps to be taken to access the Clearinghouse’s online databases. In previous newsletters, we located online documents found through a keyword search on the Research and Resources database, and client resources in a language other than English. Here, we will explore the Good Practice (GP) database and find out how to learn about programs already being undertaken in Australia as they relate to particular target groups and perspectives.

The aim of the good practice database is to identify examples of good practice in domestic and family violence service provision. Examples of good practice are selected on the basis of the following criteria. They:

· Operationalise core principles of victim safety and perpetrator accountability

· Demonstrate a clearly articulated rationale

· Incorporate current theoretical and research developments
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· Contribute to effective interagency practice

· Demonstrate sensitivity to the diverse needs within the community

· Demonstrate the capacity for replication

· Demonstrate ongoing processes for monitoring and evaluation of implementation and results

In this example, we will commence by searching for programs targeting Indigenous people.

1. Go to our home page at www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au
This can be reached by highlighting the address bar in your browser (here the browser is Internet Explorer) and typing in the above address and then pressing Enter (or Return).

2. You are now at the Clearinghouse’s home page.

3. Click on the red wheels on the left (Search for good practice programs).

4. The following page appears – the Simple Search page for the Good Practice database. Scroll down to the Target Group section near the bottom of the page, and click on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as a target group. 
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The following page appears:

6. Perhaps you don’t feel like you have the time to examine all 17 of these items, so you try to think if there is any way of restricting the search further.

You decide to limit the search by intervention mode. You would like to look at Indigenous programs incorporating intervention modes such as advocacy.

7. By pressing the Back button on the top left toolbar of your browser, you return to the Simple Search page. Click on the Advanced Search option.

8. The following page appears:
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9. Scroll down to the Target Group category and click on the button. Select the term Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) target group.

10. Scroll down to Intervention Mode category and click on the button. Select the term Advocacy intervention mode.

11. Then scroll either up or down to find and click on the Submit Query button.
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The following page appears:

Some 6 items are retrieved from your search criteria of:

Target group:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Intervention mode: advocacy

You have therefore refined your search down from 17 items to just 6, by limiting your search to programs that direct their attention to advocacy on behalf of Indigenous people.

13. Perhaps you still don’t feel like you have the time to examine all 6 of these items to any depth, so you try to think if there is any way of restricting the search further. You decide to limit the search by both perspective and location. The program you are interested in developing will have a social justice perspective and be located in the Northern Territory.

14. Again, press the Back button on the top left toolbar of your browser to return this time to the Advanced Search page.

15. Scroll down to Target Group and select Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander. Scroll down to Intervention Mode and select Advocacy. Scroll down to Perspective and select Social justice. Scroll down to Location and select Northern Territory.

16. Click on Submit Query again.



17. 17 The following page appears:

This time, there is but one item.

18. 18 Click on the blue underlined item to read more about the specific program now identified.

19. 19 The details appear of the one program on the Good Practice database that fulfils all your search criteria of:

Target group: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders

Intervention mode: Advocacy

Perspective: Social justice

Location: Northern Territory

A brief description about the program appears, including details of what has contributed to the success of the program.

Note the contact details of the organisation that has developed the program. This allows you to make direct contact with the program to find out more information about implementation strategies etc.

You will also note that publications and resources written by the program developers are listed below the contact details.

Topics button on Clearinghouse home page

In the last Newsletter, we informed you about the new addition of Topics papers to the website.

Simply click on the Topics button on the left hand side of the home page to see short papers on routine screening, economic costs of domestic violence, perpetrator programs, interagency work, Australian statistics, prevention programs and impact of violence on women’s health. More papers are being added regularly.



FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES/SEMINARS

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault -- International Conference

Organised by Combined Women’s Crisis Services Gold Coast Inc.

Incorporating: Domestic Violence Service; Sexual Assault Support Service; and Macleod Women’s Refuge

30 July – 1 August, 2003; Conrad Jupiters Hotel, Broadbeach, Gold Coast, QLD

This conference is unique. It provides a comprehensive training experience mixed with keynote addresses, contemporary practice and research papers and a showcasing of exciting new innovations.

Certificates will be provided for all completed training modules. Keynote Speakers include:

Casey Gwinn – City Attorney, San Diego (Confirmed);

Charlotte Bunch – Centre for Women’s Global

Leadership (TBC); Ruth Busch – NZ (Confirmed)

More information

Email: conference@domesticviolence.com.au; gcsass@bigpond.com.au

Web: www.domesticviolence.com.au/upcoming.htm

INNOVATION: Promising Practices for Victims and Witnesses in the Criminal Justice System – National Victims of Crime Conference

23-24 October, 2003; Canberra, ACT

Call for conference papers and workshops

The conference will focus on innovations within the Criminal Justice System that better meet the interests of victims of crime and other witnesses.

Keynote speakers include:

· Andrew Phelan, member of the Council of the Australian Institute of Judicial Administration on problem-solving courts

· Professor Jane Ursel, University of Manitoba on research in the Family Violence Court

· Dr Heather Stang, Director, Centre for Restorative Justice, ANU

We are particularly interested in those projects or initiatives that are informed by research and evaluation.




Closing date for abstracts (not exceeding 150 words): 1st August, 2003.

Send abstracts to:

Victims of Crime Coordinator's Office
GPO Box 370 Canberra City ACT 2601

Email: jane.caruana@act.gov.au

Transforming Trauma: Critical, Controversial and Core Issues

International Conference on Trauma, Attachment and Dissociation

12-14 September, 2003; Melbourne

This landmark international event will unite diverse professional and community groups committed to ethical, effective and compassionate services in the area of trauma and abuse.

Keynote Speakers: Assoc Prof John Briere – USA; Yuichi Hattori – Japan; Dr Marlene Hunter – Canada; Dr Jeffrey Masson – New Zealand; Prof Russell Meares – Australia; Assoc Prof Warwick Middleton – Australia; Dr Ellert Nijenhuis – The Netherlands; Assoc. Prof. Carolyn Quadrio – Australia; Dr John Read – New Zealand; Dr Colin Ross – USA; Prof Vedat Sar – Turkey

More information

Naomi Halpern or Susan Henry; Email: info@delphicentre.com.au

Toward A National Research Agenda On Violence – National Research Conference on Violence Against Women

1-2 October, 2003; University of Kentucky, USA

Conference Topics include: Bridging the Gap: Advocacy and Research; Measuring and Defining Violence Against Women; Ethical, Methodological and Other Research Challenges; Mental Health Effects of Victimization: Clinical Sequelae and Treatment Implications ; Intimate Partner Violence and Physical Health Consequences: Policy and Practice Implications; Community Response to Violence Against Women: Criminal Justice, Health, and Advocacy Partners; Examining the Justice Response to Violence Against Women: Are Women Safer?; Offender Typologies: Scientific and Clinical Implications; Special Issues of Risk for Women: Femicide, Stalking, Separation, Race, Substance Use.



Faculty Includes: John N. Briere; Jacquelyn Campbell; Ann L. Coker; Jon R. Conte; Mary Ann Dutton; Amy Holtzworth-Munroe; Mary P. Koss; Judith McFarlane; Linda Williams; Oliver Williams

Further information and brochure

web http://gocadvs.ky.gov/; email: carolj@email.uky.edu

Many Voices, Many Choices: 9th Australasian Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect

24-27 November, 2003 Sydney NSW

Conference themes are:

· Listening to the voices and supporting the choices of children, young people, and families – and using ‘strengths-based’ approaches

· From fragmentation to integration – ‘whole of government’ and community approaches

· Healing traumatised communities – Work with indigenous communities and refugees

· What workers need to do their jobs well

· Best approaches, best outcomes and best practice – from prevention and early intervention to statutory intervention and out-of-home care.

Contact

Conference Secretariat: Augment Communications
Level 5, 10 Queens Road, MELBOURNE VIC 3004
Ph: (03) 9867 5984; Fax: (03) 9820 0433
Email: childabuseconference@augment.com.au
Web: www.nsw.gov.au/accan2003

INTERNET DOCUMENTS/SITES

NSW Domestic Violence Interagency Guidelines

http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/cpd.nsf/pages/dvinteragencyguidelines

The guidelines are a tool for enhancing coordination between agencies and services responding to domestic violence. The guidelines are written for workers who are interacting with the legal system and working with women who may be seeking legal protection from violence and abuse within a domestic violence relationship.

Prevention of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

http://www.vawnet.org/VNL.2/library/_desc.php?load=../Resources/Research/AR_Prevention.html&where=vawnet&m=non

Paper written by esteemed authors David A. Wolfe and Peter G. Jaffe. A recent addition to the VAWNET Applied Research Forum (January 2003)

It’s Not Love, It’s Violence

http://www.wrrc.org.au/dv_kit.htm

This kit contains all 10 chapters of the ‘It's Not Love, It's Violence’ information and resource kit about domestic violence – a fabulous resource for anyone working with women or educating about domestic violence.

Speech on Family Violence by Professor Mick Dodson at the National Press Club

Professor Mick Dodson's speech at the National Press Club on 11th June 2003 on Violence – Dysfunction – Aboriginality can be found at: http://law.anu.edu.au/anuiia/dodson.pdf (ANU Institute for Indigenous Australia – ANUIIA)

Beyond the Divide Conference Papers

http://www.afho.org.au/4_publications/conference_papers/conference_papers.htm

Papers from the 3rd National Homelessness Conference: ‘Beyond the Divide’, and the Summary Report, are now available on the site of the Australian Federation of Homelessness Organisations.

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the Commonwealth of Australia, the University of New South Wales or the Partnerships Against Domestic Violence Taskforce.

Whilst all reasonable care has been taken in the preparation of this publication, no liability is assumed for any errors or omissions.

The Clearinghouse is linked to the Centre for Gender-Related Violence Studies, based in the University of New South Wales School of Social Work.

Funded by Partnerships Against Domestic Violence, a Commonwealth Government initiative working with the States and Territories and the community to find better ways of preventing and responding to domestic violence.

Deadline for next newsletter

Make sure others know about what is happening in your state. Brief, newsworthy contributions are invited for the next newsletter by 14 August 2003.
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