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How does domestic violence threaten 

womenôs economic wellbeing?

What does the loss of financial security 

mean for womenôs lives and how do they 

regain it?



Study aims

ü to investigate how domestic violence 
undermines womenôs financial circumstances 
and how poverty affects womenôs efforts to 
gain safety

ü to investigate strategies that support positive 
economic outcomes for women

ü to develop and promote the implementation of 
these to support womenôs economic wellbeing



Study methods

ü International literature review

ü 8 services across Qld, Vic & SA

ü Qualitative interviews and focus groups

ü 57 female clients & 50 workers

ü Content analysis: patterns & trends, single experiences



Economic issues a key factor in 

staying or leaving

For vast majority:

üeconomic issues are impetus to leave

üeconomic issues are reason for staying

- For some women, economic issues are not a 

factor in decision to stay or leave



Financial risk or poverty resulting 

from domestic violence

üEmployment

üDebts, bills and banking

üAccommodation and household goods

üLegal battles



Lack of perpetrator accountability

Organisations unwilling to:

ü consider joint responsibility for debts

üpursue abusive men for outstanding bills

üsplit bills or debts or recognise womenôs 

continued payments



Impact on womenôs recovery

üWomen financially unable to access all the help 

they need to recover

üFinancial implications operate as an extension of 

the abuse



Women define financial security

üSeemingly beyond their reach

üModest goals:

¸ being able to put food on the table

¸ to not worry about the next bill


